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4. Bacterial leaf blight (Pseudomonas
syringae / Xanthomonas campastris pv. mori)

Symptoms:
Numerous
black/brown
irregular tiny water soaked patches appear
on the lower surface of leaves and shoot
tips. Tiny black spots appear on the leaves
in the later stage. Leaves become yellow and
shoot tips are prone to attack the disease.
Occurrence: The disease is more prevalent
during rainy and winter seasons. Tender
leaves and shoot tips are prone to attack
the disease.
Control: Spray 0.2% Streptomycin or
Indofil M-45 (Mancozeb 75% WP) on the
leaves
Safe period: 10 days in case of Streptomycin
and 7 days in case of Indofil M-45.

5. Fungal leaf blight (Alternaria alternata)

MANAGEMENT OF
FOLIAR DISEASES OF
MULBERRY

Symptoms: Blackening of leaves starting
either from the leaf tip or margins of leaf
lamina. Yellowing of the leaves and defoliate
prematurely.
Occurrence: The disease is prevalent
during summer and early rainy seasons.
Control: Spray 0.2% Indofil
(Mancozeb 75% WP) on the leaves
Safe period: 7 days
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Foliar diseases of mulberry reduce
quality of leaf and affects silkworm crops.
The impact is more during rainy and
winter seasons. Leaf spot, leaf rust and
powdery mildew caused by fungi are the
major epidemic diseases of mulberry.
They reduce 10-15% leaf yield. Besides,
it depletes nutritional value of leaf due to
reduction in proteins, sugars, chlorophyll,
moisture content, etc. Therefore disease
management is one of the prerequisites for
successful silkworm rearing.

Occurrence: Prevalent during rainy
and winter season. The disease starts
progressing 35-40 days after pruning. The
leaf yield loss could be upto 10-12%.

3. Powdery mildew (Phyllactinia corylea)

Control: Spray 0.2% Bavistin (Carbendazim
50% WP) solution on the leaves.
Safe period: 5 days

2. Leaf rust (Cerotolium fici)

1. Leaf spot (Cercospora moricola)

Symptoms: Circular pinhead sized brown
eruptive lesions appear on lower side of
the leaves. Later, leaves become yellow and
wither off.
Symptoms: Brownish, irregular spots
appear on the leaf surface. Spots enlarge,
extend and coalesce, leaving a characteristic
‘shot hole’ with yellow hallow margin.
Leaves become yellow and wither off as
disease becomes severe.

Occurrence: The disease is prevalent
during winter and rainy seasons. It starts
progressing 45-50 days after pruning and
become severe by 70 days after pruning.
The disease reduces leaf yield upto 10-15%.

Control: Spray 0.2% Kavach (Chlorothalonil
75% WP) solution.
Safe period: 7 days

Symptoms: White powdery patches
on the lower surface of the leaves. The
corresponding portions on the upper
surface of leaves develop chlorotic lesions.
On severity of the disease, while powdery
patches turn to brownish-black, leaves
become yellow, coarse and lose their
nutritive value.
Occurrence: The disease prevails during
winter and rainy seasons. It progresses
40 days after pruning and become severe
on 70th day. The leaf yield reduces up to
5-10%.

Control: Spraying 0.2% Karathane (Dinocap
30% EC) solution on the leaves
Safe period: 5 days

